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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Mattress flammability 


March 10 is deadline for comments on a Commerce 
Dept. proposal to amend mattress testing requirements 
under the Flammable Fabrics Act. 


The proposed methods would allow 

@ A group of independent manufacturers, who oth- 
erwise would find it difficult to acquire facilities to test 
their products, to band together for testing of mattress 
prototypes. (At present, only one company with several 
plants, or a group of companies selling under the same 
brand name, can use the same testing facility for proto- 
types.) 

@ Relaxation of certain testing without any special 
testing procedures—for example, any draft-free enclo- 
sure rather than a special test room could be used 

@ Federal Trade Commission to temporarily suspend 
testing requirements when the manufacturer cannot ob- 
tain access to proper facilities, The manufacturer would, 
of course, still be required to meet other requirements of 
safety standard. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 8, page 3608. Send com- 
ments to Assistant Secretary for Science & Technology, 
Commerce Dept., Washington, DC 20230. 


Funeral payment 


March 12 is deadline for comments on a proposal by 
Social Security Administration, that would change regu- 
lations for payment of the lump-sum death benefit due 
persons insured under Social Security. 


Under current regulations, if this benefit is not pay- 
able to the widow or widower of the deceased or to a 
funeral home, it can only be paid to the person who paid 
the burial expenses. 


The proposal states that if the body of the deceased 
is not available for burial & there is no widow or widow- 
er to receive the payment, is may be paid to the person 
who paid for a memorial service, a memorial market or 
similiar type expense. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 8, page 3609. Send com- 
ments to Commissioner of Social Security, Health, Wel- 
fare & Education Dept., Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20201. 


Off-road vehicles 


March 16 is deadline for comments on proposed reg- 
ulations by 5 divisions of Interior Dept. to implement the 
President’s Executive Order 11644 on use of off-road ve- 
hicles on public lands. 


The proposals are to ensure & protect resources of 
public lands, to promote safety of all users of those lands 
& to minimize conflicts among various users. An esti- 
mated 5-million off-road recreational vehicles—motor- 
cycles, minibikes, trail bikes, snowmobiles, dune-buggies, 


all-terrain vehicles & others—are in use in the U.S. 


Proposed regulations would establish criteria for op- 
erators of those vehicles & standads for the vehicles, 
such as proper mufflers, braking equipment & safety fea- 
tures. Also, areas & trails would be designated as open, 
closed or restricted for use by off-road motorized vehi- 
cles. Some of the proposals would protect trails & routes 
on public lands for use by saddle & pack animals & estab- 
lish regulations for off-road vehicles in designated areas 


for sports events, pageants & other special events on 
public lands. 


Divisions of Interior Dept. involved in various man- 
agements roles for public lands are Office of the Secre- 
tary, Land Management Bureau, Fish & Wildlife Service, 
National Park Service & Reclamation Bureau. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 9, 1972, page 2877; Feb. 
14, pages 4403, 4421 & 4422; CoNSUMER NEws: Feb. 1, 
1972; CONSUMER REGISTER: March 15, 1972. Send one 
copy of comments to each of the following: 

Director, Land Management Bureau; 

Director, Sport Fisheries & Wildlife Bureau; 

Director, National Park Service; 

Office of the Secretary; 

Commissioner of Reclamation. 
Mailing address for each is Interior Dept., Washington, 
DC 20240. 


Drug efficacy 


Food & Drug Administration has determined there 
is a lack of substantial evidence that 23 prescription 
cough preparations containing 2 or more active ingredi- 
ents are effective for the use indicated on the label or 
that each component of the drug adds to the total effect 
claimed for it. Included among the prescription drugs are 

@ Novrad with A.S.A. Pulvules containing levopro- 
poxylene napsylate & aspirin (Eli Lilly & Co.); 

® Coricidin with Codeine Phosphate Tablets contain- 
ing codeine phosphate, aspirin, phenacetin & caffeine 
(Schering Corp.); 

@ Seven different Phenergan Expectorant combina- 
tions including Pediatric Phenergan (Wyeth Laborato- 
ries); 

Manufacturers & others who do not agree with FDA 
have 2 options. They may request a hearing into the cor- 
rectness of FDA’s conclusions by March 12 or by that 
date may file a notice of intent to reformulate & relabel 
their product in accord with FDA findings. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 9, page 4006. 


Amphetamines 


New Food & Drug Administration regulation effective 
March 14 will virtually halt the use of amphetamines for 
long-term weight reduction plans. Regulations will re- 
strict use of amphetamines to physicians’ prescriptions 





for narcolepsy (compulsive sleep), for hyperkinesis 
(overactive children) & for a short term aid to obese 
persons only when part of a diet program. 


All pills containing amphetamines in combination with 
other drugs will have to be approved by FDA before they 
can continue to be sold. Amphetamines in injectable form 
will be removed from the market altogether. 


FDA said it had received 106 new drug applications 
since an Aug. 8, 1970, proposal asking for evidence of 
amphetamine & dextroamphetamine for weight control. 
Scientific evidence proves that these are useful only for 
limited periods for weight reduction & may become harm- 
ful over longer periods. FDA warned of the possibility 
of drug dependence & abuse. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 12, page 4249; Aug. 8, 
1970. 


Variable life insurance 


Securities & Exchange Commission has announced 
that as of Feb. 12, insurance companies could begin sell- 
ing variable life insurance policies. 


Variable life insurance combines both ‘insurance & 
investment elements. There is a fixed death benefit as 
with traditional life insurance, but there is also a varia- 
ble death benefit & cash value above fixed benefits. 


Value of variable benefits would depend upon invest- 
ments made by the insurance company in bonds& equity 
securities, but fixed benefit level of a policy would remain 
constant. A policy’s total benefits could grow appreciably 
with successful investment by the insurance company. 
Insurance companies will not have the variable policies 
available generally for a year or more. 


SEC determined that the investment characteristics 
of variable life insurance contracts make such policies to 
be securities & that any companies offering such policies 
to the public must first file a prospectus with the agency 
& adhere to agency disclosure rules. In addition, persons 
selling such contracts will generally be required to reg- 
ister as broker-dealers under the Securities Exchange 
Act. 


SEC also said most supervision of the variable poli- 
cies should be the responsibility of the insurance regula- 
tory agencies in the various states. SEC expects states 
to move ahead in developing, refining & adopting regula- 
tions. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 13, page 4315. 


Bacon packaging & cured meat ingredients 


The effective date for rules to require (1) greater 
visibility in bacon packaging & (2) label listing of all 
curing ingredients in cured meat products has been post- 
poned for 6 months until Aug. 19, by Agriculture Dept. 
Information provided by the meat industry, designers & 
manufacturers revealed that full compliance by all af- 
fected establishments was not possible by Feb. 19 & that 
partial compliance would probably lead to market dis- 
ruption & higher prices. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 14, page 4384; CoNn- 
SUMER REGISTER, Sept. 15, 1972. 


Passports 


State Dept. announced that the following revision of 
passport regulation became effective Feb. 20 for persons 
born in the U.S. applying for a passport for the first time. 


@ A person born in the U.S. where official records of 
birth were kept at the time of his birth must submit 
with his application a certificate of birth showing his 
full name, place & date of birth & showing that the birth 
was recorded. 

@ A person born in the U.S. when birth records were 
filed but who cannot submit primary evidence of birth 
must submit a “no record” certification from the official 
custodian of such birth records before secondary evidence 
will be considered by the passport office. Secondary evi- 
dence includes baptismal certificates, certificates of cir- 
cumcision & affidavits of persons having personal knowl- 
edge of the facts of his birth. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 20, page 4667. 


Flavored cheeses 


April 16 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug 
Administration’s proposal to establish a definition & 
standard of identity that would allow the addition of 
spices or flavoring or both to each of the standardized 
natural cheeses without specifically amending each nat- 
ural cheese standard. 


National Cheese Institute requested the new stand- 
ard of identity of natural cheeses containing spice or 
flavoring. It noted that the cheese industry has already 
successfully experimented with the addition of spices & 
flavorings in standardized natural cheeses, such as cara- 
way seeds in Gouda & Edam cheese. 

Among its provisions, the proposal would 

@ Provide for labeling to distinguish the new cheese 

product from the traditional natural cheese; 

@ Require that the common or usual name of the 

spice or flavoring be shown clearly on the package; 

@ Require only safe & suitable spices & flavorings 

to create new & distinctive foods. 


This proposal is consistent with FDA’s policy of re- 
quiring that all optional ingredients in standardized foods 
be listed on package labels. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 18. page 4347. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Health, Education & Welfare 
Dept., 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Correction 


An error in Federal Register: Jan. 30, page 2757, 
caused an error in the item about flammable liquids in 
CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 15. 


Effective date for Food & Drug Administration’s reg- 
ulation on child-protection packaging for liquid kindling 
& lighting products is Oct. 29, 1973. Effective date is not 
Sept. 27, 1973, as stated in original notices in Federal 
Register & CONSUMER REGISTER. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college & uni- 


versity libraries. 
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